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Conference Overview
In 2004, Belfast & Lisburn Women’s Aid hosted its first “Why Doesn’t She Just Leave?” conference, which
highlighted the progress made in developing services and interagency strategies to address domestic
violence in Northern Ireland over the previous decades.
15 years on, our conference will be a reflection of “Why Doesn’t She Just Leave?” and a celebration of the
work and commitment of Belfast & Lisburn Women's Aid and its partner agencies to tackle, prevent and
respond to domestic violence. The conference will also contextualise where we are at present within a
policy and legislative framework and highlight what more needs to be done in Northern Ireland for
survivors of domestic violence.
We have a range of high profile speakers including:
Members of the judiciary (legislative developments)
The Suzie Lamplugh Trust (Stalking)
Make a Stand Campaign with the Domestic Abuse Housing Alliance (Housing and domestic violence)
Women's Aid representatives (Policy and Mental Health)
Monica McWilliams (Research)
Real life stories

Conference Aims

The conference aims, by way of innovative contributors, to:
Cast a spotlight on the positive developments over the last 15 years for women and children affected by
domestic violence.
Bring together legal and social policy makers, key practitioners and interested individuals.
Provide a fourm for participants to examine and understand the complex dynamics involved in domestic
violence.
Provide insight in to required developments to ensure effective prevention, support protection and
justice strategies for women and children.
Present recommendations to inform best practice and policy development.

Who should attend
The conference is open to all Belfast and Lisburn Women's Aid staff and volunteers. We also wish to invite
delegates from a range of our partner agencies, particularly workers and practitioners new in to their
specialised fields.

To book a place
Please complete booking form which can be found on our website at www.belfastwomensaid.org.uk and
return to either
sarah.bruce@belfastwomensaid.org.uk or 30 Adelaide Park, Belfast, BT9 6FY.
Tickets: £40 per person, includes refreshments and a buffet lunch.

Conference Programme
A full programme will be provided in advance. Registration from 9.30am with the conference opening at
10.00am sharp and finishing at 4.00pm.

